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Executive Summary

This report provides an in-depth overview of various open-source intelligence (OSINT) tools, focusing on
their applications, features and ethical considerations. OSINT tools play a critical role in gathering
publicly available information, benefiting various fields such as research, journalism, cybersecurity, and
law enforcement investigations. These tools enable professionals to uncover hidden patterns, verify
facts, and track digital footprints efficiently. However, while OSINT presents powerful opportunities for
information discovery, users must adhere to strict legal and ethical guidelines to ensure responsible use
and avoid potential misuse.

To support journalists and media professionals in conducting effective digital investigations, specialised
OSINT resources, such as the Starter Pack tool for professionals, have been developed. This tool
provides journalists with a curated set of OSINT resources tailored to fact-checking, investigative
reporting, and source verification. The Starter Pack is designed to equip journalists with reliable and
ethical investigation techniques, thereby enhancing the credibility and accuracy of news reporting. In an
era where misinformation and disinformation are becoming more prevalent, leveraging OSINT
responsibly allows media professionals to verify claims, track sources, and ensure journalistic integrity.

Another key initiative in OSINT research is Project Analysis (https://analysis.media.uoa.gr/), developed
by the University of Athens. This project focuses on digital investigation methodologies, media analysis
and fact-checking strategies that are essential for modern journalism. Through rigorous research and the
development of analytical frameworks, Project Analysis contributes to the broader understanding of
OSINT's role in media and communication studies. Its insights are crucial for journalists, researchers and
policy analysts who seek to navigate the complexities of digital information landscapes. By integrating
academic research with practical OSINT applications, Project Analysis helps refine investigative
techniques and strengthen information verification processes.

The document categorises OSINT tools into several key areas, including search engines, social media
analysis platforms, domain research tools, geospatial analysis resources, image search utilities, and
vehicle recognition technologies. Each tool is described in detail, including its functionalities, relevant
links, and screenshots where applicable. The report concludes with insights on the ethical considerations
of OSINT, the importance of responsible data collection, and the future developments in the field. By
familiarising themselves with these tools and their applications, professionals across various industries
can harness OSINT effectively while upholding ethical and legal standards.



1. Introduction

Open-Source Intelligence (OSINT) is the process of collecting, analysing and interpreting publicly
available data for investigative and research purposes. It encompasses a wide range of sources,
including websites, social media platforms, online databases, geospatial data, and multimedia content.
OSINT has become an essential discipline across various fields, including journalism, cybersecurity, law
enforcement, intelligence, and academic research. The ability to extract and verify information from open
sources allows professionals to enhance decision-making, identify emerging threats, and uncover critical
insights in an increasingly digital world.

Given the rapid growth of online information, OSINT tools have become vital for the efficient collection
and verification of data. These tools are designed to help users efficiently search for relevant information,
cross-check sources, and analyse vast amounts of data in a structured manner. A wide range of OSINT
technologies are available, including search engines, domain lookup tools, social media analysis
platforms and geospatial mapping solutions, each with its own unique functionality to meet the specific
needs of any investigation. Furthermore, advancements in artificial intelligence and machine learning
have enhanced OSINT capabilities, enabling automated detection of patterns, trends, and anomalies
across digital platforms.

In journalistic investigations, OSINT plays a vital role in fact-checking, source verification, and
uncovering hidden connections. Initiatives such as the Starter Pack tool provide journalists with a
curated collection of OSINT resources designed for media analysis, digital forensics, and investigative
reporting. These tools empower journalists to conduct in-depth research while adhering to ethical
journalism standards. Academic research projects such as Project Analysis
(https://analysis.media.uoa.gr/) contribute to the development of OSINT methodologies, offering insights
into data-driven media analysis and verification techniques. Integrating OSINT principles into journalism
and research enables professionals to combat misinformation and enhance the credibility of their work.

This report presents a detailed examination of widely used OSINT tools, categorized by their primary
functions. It explores various OSINT methodologies across key domains, including general search
engines, social media intelligence, domain and people search, geospatial analysis, image recognition,
and vehicle identification. Each tool is described in brief, with relevant links and examples provided
where applicable.

Please note that the tools and methodologies outlined in this report have been used within
specific modules and developed as part of the project. They are freely available for sharing and
use.



2. OSINT Tools Categorization

2.1 General and National Search Engines

These search engines are fundamental OSINT tools used for information discovery across the web.

Google Search (https://lwww.google.com/) — The most widely used search engine with advanced
search operators for refined searches.

Google

Google Search I'm Feeling Lucky

Google offered in: Portugués (Portugal)

Google Search (https://www.google.com/)

Google Search stands as the world's most comprehensive search engine, revolutionizing digital
information retrieval. Founded in 1998, it has become synonymous with internet searching, processing
over 3.5 billion searches daily. Its sophisticated algorithms analyze web content, providing users with
highly relevant results through complex ranking systems. Beyond basic search, Google offers advanced
operators, personalized results, and seamless integration with global services like Maps, Images, and
News. The platform continuously evolves, incorporating machine learning and artificial intelligence to
enhance search accuracy and user experience.



Bing (https://www.bing.com/) — Microsoft’s search engine offering similar functionalities to Google.
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Bing (https://www.bing.com/)

Microsoft's Bing emerges as a robust alternative to Google, offering distinctive search capabilities
tailored to diverse user needs. Launched in 2009, Bing distinguishes itself through innovative features
like visual search, daily changing homepage backgrounds, and integrated rewards programs. The
search engine leverages Microsoft's technological infrastructure to provide comprehensive web, image,
and video search functionalities. With increasing Al integration, Bing has expanded its capabilities to
include conversational search experiences and advanced content discovery mechanisms.

Yahoo! Search (https://www.yahoo.com/) — A traditional search engine with web indexing capabilities.
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Yahoo! Search represents a veteran in the digital search landscape, maintaining relevance through
strategic partnerships and diverse content offerings. Despite reduced market share, Yahoo continues to
provide users with a comprehensive search experience integrated with its extensive network of services.
The platform aggregates content from news, finance, sports, and entertainment, offering users a
multifaceted approach to information discovery. Its enduring presence reflects adaptability in a rapidly
changing digital ecosystem.

Baidu (http://www.baidu.com/) — The dominant search engine in China, providing localized search
results.
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Baidu (http://www.baidu.com/)

Baidu dominates the Chinese digital search market, serving as the primary internet gateway for over 1.4
billion potential users. More than just a search engine, Baidu represents a comprehensive digital
ecosystem deeply embedded in Chinese internet infrastructure. Its advanced natural language
processing capabilities enable nuanced understanding of Mandarin queries, providing localized and
culturally relevant search results. Beyond search, Baidu invests heavily in artificial intelligence,
autonomous driving, and cloud computing technologies.



Naver (http://www.naver.com/) — South Korea’s main search engine, widely used for domestic queries.
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Naver (http://www.naver.com/)

Naver epitomizes South Korea's digital innovation, functioning as more than a traditional search platform.
Uniquely designed for Korean users, Naver offers a distinctive "knowledge iN" feature allowing
user-generated content and community-driven information sharing. The platform integrates seamlessly
with local digital services, providing vertical search capabilities across blogs, news, academic resources,
and multimedia content. Its mobile-first approach reflects the sophisticated digital landscape of South

Korean internet users.

Yandex (http://www.yandex.com/) — Russia’s leading search engine with strong Al-powered search

functionalities.
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Yandex represents Russia's premier technological response to global search platforms, offering
specialized services for Russian-speaking markets. Beyond traditional search, Yandex has developed a
comprehensive digital ecosystem including navigation, transportation, e-commerce, and cloud services.
Its advanced machine learning algorithms provide highly contextualized search results, understanding
the nuanced complexities of Slavic languages. The platform continuously innovates, positioning itself as
a technological leader in Eastern European digital infrastructure.

2.2 Similar Sites Search

These tools help users discover websites similar to a given domain, which is useful for competitive
analysis, research, and investigating related content sources.

Google Similar Pages
(https://chromewebstore.google.com/detail/similar-pages/Iipedgppinmnpgdblfmjdppaeeldcpnil) —

This browser extension helps users find web pages similar to a given site.
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Similar Pages Add to Chrome
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Google Similar Pages
(https://chromewebstore.google.com/detail/similar-pages/Ipedgppinmnpgdblfmjdppaeeldcpnil)

It works by analyzing content, metadata, and link structures to suggest alternative sites that contain
related information. This tool is beneficial for researchers looking to find additional sources covering a
specific topic.

Additionally, Google Similar Pages allows investigators to track online influence networks by identifying
sites with similar affiliations. However, since it relies on Google’s indexing, it may not always capture
deep-web content or highly niche websites. Users should cross-reference results with other OSINT tools
for a more thorough analysis.



SimilarSites (http://www.similarsites.com/) — SimilarSites provides detailed website recommendations
based on user queries.
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SimilarSites (http://www.similarsites.com/)
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It uses machine learning algorithms to identify connections between sites based on content similarity,
traffic patterns, and linking structures. The platform is useful for finding competitors in business

intelligence investigations or identifying potential misinformation networks.

A key advantage of SimilarSites is its ability to categorize related websites across different industries.
OSINT analysts can use it to identify digital influence campaigns, track alternative sources of news, or
uncover affiliate networks that may not be apparent through standard search engines.

SitesLike (http://lwww.siteslike.com/) — SitesLike is another useful tool for discovering alternative
websites based on keyword searches or input URLSs.
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It helps OSINT researchers find forums, blogs, and alternative news sources that might not be
well-indexed by mainstream search engines.

One of the primary applications of SitesLike is competitive intelligence. Investigators can use it to track
how online businesses operate, find affiliate marketing relationships, and monitor emerging online
trends. It is also useful for uncovering lesser-known or niche content platforms that may play a role in
influence operations.

2.3 Social Media Analysis Tools

OSINT investigators use these tools to analyze social media profiles and activity, uncovering digital
footprints and connections between individuals or entities.

Lookup-id.com (http://lookup-id.com) — Lookup-id is an online tool for retrieving Facebook groups and
profile IDs. By inputting a profile or group URL, users can extract unique numeric identifiers that can be
used for further analysis.

Lookup_ID.com Facebook ID Unscramble Word  Directory  Resources  Tools ~

Looking for your Facebook profile ID / Group ID / Page ID ...

Type your Facebook profile URL

https://www.facebook.com/username -

> X

NOTICE: @ ClarityCheck

Due to the sensitive nature of the records
you may find, please review & agree
‘to the statement below to continue your
search.

I will not use this service or the info
it provides to make decisions
about: credit, employment, insurance, or
any purpose that requires FCRA compliance.

Lookup-ID.com helps you to find the Facebook ID for your profile or a Group. Facebook ID is a many-digit number, eg. 10453213456789123.

Lookup-id.com (http://lookup-id.com)

This tool is valuable for tracking changes to Facebook profiles, as public usernames can be modified
while the ID remains static. OSINT analysts can use Lookup-id in combination with automated scripts to
monitor public profile updates and group memberships.

M



Who Posted What (https://whopostedwhat.com/) — Who Posted What allows users to search for
historical Facebook posts by keyword and date. This is useful for verifying claims, uncovering past
statements, and identifying deleted content.

Who posted what? - Facebook Tools
» Facebook Tools - Twitter Tools

Idea by Henk van Ess, Developed by Daniel Endresz and Dan Nemec, GUI by Tormund Gerhardsen | Follow us on Twitter by clicking on our
names.

1. Getting started

whopostedwhat.com is a nen public Facebook keyword search for people who work in the public interest. It allows you to search keywords on
specific dates. You are granted access because of your work. We do urge you to donate a small amount of money to keep the server running.

Donate
= R

How is it working?

When you want to search on a specific date, you can search only for the year, only the month from a specific year or for a specific date. It is also
possible to use two or more keywords like terror attack paris. You can also search in posts who got posted in between two specific dates. It is possible
to search in between two years, in between months of different years and in between two specific dates. You can again use more keywords.

2.GetID

If the ID comes back as ‘0', wait a few seconds and try again. Sometimes this trips Facebook's anti-scraping flag

https://www.facebook.com/username uid

Example: Paste in the URL from a profile, page or place, like “https.//www:facebook.com/zuck”.

Who Posted What (https://whopostedwhat.com/)

Investigators often use this tool to track digital footprints of public figures, verify the authenticity of viral
claims, and analyze sentiment around specific events. However, due to Facebook’s privacy policies,

results may be limited

based on the visibility of the posts.

Sherlock (https://github.com/sherlock-project/sherlock) — Sherlock is a Python-based OSINT tool
that scans multiple social media platforms for accounts linked to a given username. It helps identify an
individual’s online presence across multiple sites.
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Hunt down social media accounts by
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docs: cleanup install ref 2 months ago .
cybersecurity infosec  pentesting
fix: WAF hit list 2 months ago cti hacktoberfest

information-gathering  reconnaissance
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[0 Readme
chore: update editorconfig 4 years ago & MIT license

@ Code of conduct

Ignore test files 7 months ago

s Security policy

Sherlock (https://github.com/sherlock-project/sherlock)
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This tool is highly effective for law enforcement investigations, cybersecurity assessments, and
journalistic inquiries. However, it does not bypass privacy settings, meaning it can only detect publicly
available profiles. When combined with manual research, Sherlock can provide significant insights into a
target’s digital presence.

Maigret (https://github.com/soxoj/maigret/) — Maigret builds upon Sherlock’s capabilities by scanning
a broader range of platforms and providing more detailed results. It can identify linked social media
profiles, forums, and even dark web activity.

O Product Solutions Resources Open Source Enterprise Pricing Search or jump to... Sign in Sign up
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Maigret (https://github.com/soxoj/maigret/)

This tool is particularly useful for advanced OSINT investigations where multiple online personas need to
be cross-referenced. However, it requires technical expertise to operate effectively, as it runs via the
command line and may require API configurations for certain platforms.

Holehe (https://github.com/megadose/holehe) — Holehe allows users to check if an email address is
linked to multiple online accounts.

) Product v Solutions v Resources © Open Source v Enterprise - Pricing e signin [ Signup
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[ Dockerfile Adds Dockerfile and updates README.md 2 years ago
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[ LICENSE.md Clear 5 years ago
00 Readme
[} README.md Merge pull request #186 from anon-dev-gh/add-dockerfile 2 years ago & GPL-3.0 license
[ setup.py Update setup.py 3 years ago A Activity

¥ 8kstars

Holehe (https://github.com/megadose/holehe)
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This can help investigators verify whether a given email is associated with social media profiles, financial
services, or other online platforms.
This tool is often used in cybersecurity audits to assess password reuse risks or identify potential
phishing targets. It is also useful for tracking online fraud cases where perpetrators use a single email
across multiple accounts.

GHunt (https://github.com/mxrch/GHunt) — GHunt extracts metadata linked to Google accounts,
revealing information such as YouTube channel details, public Google Drive files, and linked Google

Photos albums.
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This tool is useful for identifying connections between different Google services, helping analysts track
an individual’s digital footprint. Due to privacy concerns, it must be used responsibly and in compliance

with applicable laws.

Osint.rocks (https://osint.rocks/) — Osint.rocks is a comprehensive OSINT research hub that
consolidates multiple investigative tools into a single platform.

osint.rocks Home Contact Donate Privacy Policy

Email Address

Osint.rocks (https://osint.rocks/)

example@example.cc = ¢ v
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It serves as a centralized resource for researchers, journalists, and cybersecurity professionals seeking
efficient ways to collect and analyze open-source data. The site offers categorized OSINT tools for
various investigative needs, including social media analysis, geospatial intelligence, domain research,
and image verification. By providing links to well-vetted OSINT resources, Osint.rocks simplifies the
research process and enhances the effectiveness of intelligence gathering. The platform frequently
updates its repository with new tools and methodologies, ensuring users have access to the latest
advancements in OSINT techniques. It is an invaluable resource for both beginners and advanced users
looking to streamline their investigations.

2.4 Domain and People Search

Who.is (http://lwho.is) — Who.is is a powerful domain lookup tool that allows users to retrieve domain
registration details, including ownership records, IP addresses, and hosting provider information.

T

WHOIS Search, Domain Name, Website, and IP Tools

Domain names or IP addresses... a

© Your IP address is 85.243.94.128

Looking to get a website? n {8 Website Builder & SSL Certificates

name.com

Build your business

from the name up.

Loomimore @)  Save 15% on your first order wih promo code: WHOS

Who.is (http://who.is)

Investigators use it to track down website administrators, uncover potential fraud, and monitor domain
activity over time. The tool also provides historical WHOIS records, enabling researchers to see past
ownership changes and identify connections between domains.

Additionally, Who.is offers integration with other OSINT resources, allowing users to cross-reference
domain details with DNS lookups, subdomains, and SSL certificate information. This makes it a crucial
tool for cybersecurity analysts, journalists, and law enforcement professionals tracking malicious
domains and online threats.

192.com (https://www.192.com/) — 192.com is a UK-based people and business search tool that
provides access to public records, including electoral rolls, company director listings, and address
histories.
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WHO:
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192.com (https://www.192.com/)

individuals and verify personal details.

It is widely used by OSINT investigators, private detectives, and background check agencies to locate

The platform aggregates data from multiple sources, such as phone directories and official registries,
allowing users to obtain comprehensive profiles on individuals and organizations. However, access to
some records requires a paid subscription, and users must comply with data protection laws when using

the service.

2.5 Geospatial Analysis Tools

Google Maps (https://lwww.google.com/maps) — Google Maps is one of the most widely
geospatial analysis tools, providing detailed satellite imagery, street maps, and location data.
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OSINT practitioners use it to analyze geographical locations, verify addresses, and track movement
patterns. The Street View feature allows users to visually inspect areas, identify landmarks, and assess
terrain conditions remotely.

Furthermore, Google Maps supports geolocation-based OSINT by integrating user-generated reviews,
real-time traffic data, and business listings. Investigators can cross-reference this information with other
sources to validate identities and analyze activities linked to specific locations.

Bing Maps (https://www.bing.com/maps) — Bing Maps, developed by Microsoft, is a valuable
alternative to Google Maps, offering similar satellite imagery and location-based intelligence.
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Bing Maps (https://www.bing.com/maps)

It provides high-resolution aerial views and advanced mapping features that can assist in geospatial
investigations. The Bird’'s Eye View feature is particularly useful for gaining detailed perspectives of
buildings and terrain.

Additionally, Bing Maps allows users to perform route planning and distance calculations, which can be
useful for analyzing movement patterns. It also integrates with Microsoft services, making it a preferred
tool for organizations relying on the Microsoft ecosystem.

OpenStreetMap (https://www.openstreetmap.org/) — OpenStreetMap (OSM) is a crowdsourced
mapping platform that offers open-access geospatial data. Unlike proprietary mapping services, OSM
allows users to contribute and edit map data, making it a highly detailed and customizable resource.
OSINT researchers use it for tracking changes in infrastructure, mapping crisis zones, and analyzing
geographic trends over time.

17



# OpenStreetMap Histérico Exportar Rotas GPS Didrios dos Utilizadores Comunidades Direitos de Autor Ajuda Sobre niciar sessdo | Criar conta

. — anioge o
Pesquisar 3 D Paledcia i +
o

N Cares DR asilay i Zarggoza =
graga valiadolid C
Mifandela Miranda - Zamora } ot
Gumafles gprdas 4
’ vil3 Real
I Vila Nova
Lamego  ade For
Espinho segovia
& 30 jodo Medao C ssie 90
Ovar=1 "a Madelra i
Aveird ¢
L Ve ) o
‘Aqueda 4
4 Seia iiRCHI02 s
Madrid
Coimbra
Covilha
Fia Cuenc
GaF Castelo
Branco
1 Taled
Gurem,
oG] [ porftigal pome cataes
nha de So
Portalegie.
Torre: e < Cludad
Vedra: Rea!
s Mefid -
Correia ESrem0: Albacete
Lishoa aadaj
°
Evora e Aacan
tibal guengos i
5 de Monsaraz Alcarite
do'sal Moura R N e Eche
Sires Beja e
Cordoba Y e
erp v urcia
Jaén Logs
Cartag
Sevilla.
Portimao wltiva Dot Hefanis Gianada

50 km Faro ATsEE
OpenStreetMap (https://www.openstreetmap.org/)

Since OpenStreetMap is community-driven, it often contains data that commercial mapping services
might overlook, such as footpaths, building layouts, and non-standard transportation routes. The platform
is widely used by humanitarian organizations, researchers, and intelligence analysts for mission planning
and situational awareness.

Soar Earth (https://[soar.earth/) — Soar Earth is an advanced platform providing access to satellite,
aerial, and drone imagery.

Signin

Our mission is to build the largest digital atlas of the world’'s maps and images

712,045 maps and counting

Soar

The New Atlas

€. Enter the Atlas

EarthArt We use cookies to provide the best experience for our users. To find out more please visit our full Privacy Policy.
S

Soar Earth (https://soar.earth/)
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It enables OSINT analysts to examine high-resolution images for intelligence gathering, environmental
monitoring, and disaster response. Soar Earth aggregates publicly available imagery and allows users to
overlay multiple datasets for comparative analysis.

One of its key features is the ability to track changes over time, making it useful for monitoring
infrastructure development, deforestation, or military activity. Researchers can also contribute their own
imagery, creating a collaborative environment for geospatial intelligence sharing.

Wayback World Imagery (https://livingatlas.arcgis.com/wayback/) — Wayback World Imagery is an
archive of historical satellite images that allows users to compare past and present geographic
conditions. It is particularly useful for analyzing urban expansion, environmental changes, and
geopolitical events.

Wayback World Imagery (https://livingatlas.arcgis.com/wayback/)

OSINT investigators can use Wayback World Imagery to track infrastructure development, identify
changes in land use, and monitor conflict zones. By accessing older satellite images, analysts can piece
together patterns of activity and assess how locations have evolved over time.
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2.6 Image Search Tools

Reverse image search is useful for verification and identity tracking.

PimEyes (https://pimeyes.com/) — PimEyes is an advanced facial recognition search engine designed
to locate images of individuals across the internet.

Search Pricing Blog News Optout FAQ

Face Search Engine
Reverse Image Search

UPLOAD PHOTO AND FIND OUT WHERE IMAGES ARE PUBLISHED

(a Upload photo(s) O)
Or

you can take a photo with the device’s camera. Don't worry, we will not store it!

] { . PimEyes, a search engine ] { ., The facial recognition site ] { For $29.99 a month PimEyes ]
We auick i accurata ite i

thatle handhs far rovares imano PimFuac ie Ana nf tha mact Affare a nntantialhs Aan~araine

PimEyes (https://pimeyes.com/)

It uses Al-driven facial recognition technology to identify visually similar faces in publicly accessible
images, making it a powerful tool for verification, identity tracking, and investigating online
impersonation. OSINT professionals, journalists, and law enforcement agencies use PimEyes to uncover
cases of fraud, deepfakes, and identity theft. However, due to privacy concerns, ethical use is essential,
and researchers must comply with legal regulations when employing this tool.

Yandex Reverse Image Search (https://lyandex.com/images) — Yandex Reverse Image Search is a
sophisticated tool that leverages artificial intelligence to recognize faces, objects, and contextual details
within images. It is particularly effective at locating visually similar photos and identifying objects within
an image, making it highly valuable for digital forensics and OSINT investigations.
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Yandex Reverse Image Search (https://yandex.com/images)

Unlike other reverse image search engines, Yandex excels in facial recognition, often producing better
results for identifying individuals. Investigators use it to track down the sources of images, verify
identities, and detect manipulated media.

Tineye (https://tineye.com) — Tineye is a reverse image search engine that uses Al-powered
identification technology to track down images and their origins. It is widely used in digital forensics,
copyright enforcement, and misinformation detection.

Search Technology Products About

Reverse Image Search

Find where images appear online. How to use TinEye.

@ Upload Pdsm or enter image URL Q

Tineye (https://tineye.com)
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Tineye allows users to upload an image or enter a URL to find visually similar images across the web. Its
advanced image recognition algorithm can identify modified or edited versions of an image, making it
useful for verifying image authenticity.

Google Images (https://images.google.com) — Google Images provides a built-in reverse image
search feature that allows users to find visually similar images on the web. It is a simple yet effective tool
for identifying the original sources of images, detecting duplicate content, and verifying media
authenticity.

Google

images

Google Search

Google Images (https://images.google.com)

Journalists and researchers frequently use Google Images for fact-checking, identifying fake images,
and tracking down original image contexts. Its vast index of web content ensures comprehensive search
results for most publicly available images.

2.7 Vehicle Recognition Tools

CarNetAl (https://carnet.ai/) — CarNetAl is an Al-powered tool designed for vehicle identification based
on images. It uses machine learning algorithms to analyze vehicle features, such as shape, color, and
distinguishing marks, to determine the make and model. This tool is particularly useful for law
enforcement agencies, insurance companies, and OSINT investigators tracking vehicles linked to
criminal activity or fraud.
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Make / Model Recognition
API with 97% Accuracy*

We have utilized the most advanced technology to build an automotive
API which is capable of recognizing the Make, Model and Generation of
most cars built since 1995, with 97+% accuracy.

Givelta Try

CarNetAl (https://carnet.ai/)

CarNetAl can be integrated with traffic monitoring systems, security cameras, and investigative
workflows to automate vehicle identification. It also supports bulk image processing, allowing users to
analyze multiple images at once. This functionality makes it a valuable resource for large-scale
investigations where vehicle recognition is crucial for tracking movement patterns or verifying ownership
details.

Car Identification Guide
(https://lwww.yourmechanic.com/article/how-to-identify-any-car-you-see-by-ian-swan) —

The Car Identification Guide is an online resource designed to assist users in recognizing vehicle makes
and models through key characteristics such as body shape, grille design, headlights, and manufacturer
logos. It is a valuable reference for individuals unfamiliar with automotive branding or those conducting
vehicle-related research. This guide is often used by private investigators, journalists, and enthusiasts
who need to quickly identify cars based on limited visual information. The platform provides a
step-by-step approach to analyzing vehicle features, making it particularly useful in OSINT investigations
where detailed identification is necessary but traditional vehicle databases are inaccessible.

Vehicle Recognition (https://carmodel.toolpie.com/) — Vehicle Recognition is an online tool that
identifies car details, such as brand, model, and color, based on image analysis. The platform utilizes Al
and machine learning to enhance its detection accuracy, making it useful for law enforcement, insurance
fraud investigations, and automotive market research.
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The car recognition system can accurately identify vehicle information based on uploaded car
picture, including brand, model, year and color info.

Upload car picture Click to start

Select picture to recognition... Browse Car Model Recognition

Tips: Looking at a photo of a car, would you like to

Vehicle Recognition (https://carmodel.toolpie.com/)

One of its standout features is its ability to recognize even partial vehicle images, such as a single
taillight or grille section. This makes it effective for situations where only a fragment of the car is visible,
such as security footage or accident scene photos. Additionally, Vehicle Recognition can cross-reference
its findings with existing automotive databases to provide additional specifications, such as production
year and technical details.

CarLogos (https://www.carlogos.org/) — CarLogos is an extensive database containing manufacturer
logos from across the automotive industry.

Home All Brands Reviews Quizzes

Al ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTWUVWXY Z

Find a Car Brand v

American Car Brands

—

| @R == «.loan oo
CarlLogos (https://lwww.carlogos.org/)
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It serves as a quick-reference tool for identifying car brands based on emblem designs and historical
variations of manufacturer logos. CarlLogos is particularly useful in investigations where vehicles need to
be identified from blurry images or partial views of their branding. The site categorizes logos by country,
brand history, and stylistic changes over time, allowing users to track how specific car manufacturers
have evolved. This makes it a useful supplementary tool for OSINT analysts and vehicle authentication
specialists.

World License Plates (http://www.worldlicenseplates.com/) — World License Plates is a
comprehensive catalog of international vehicle license plates, covering designs from different countries
and regions.

What's New?

I LICENSE PLATES OF THE WORLD
A Naion
Abkhazia (GE),
Absentee Shawnee Tribe

By Michael Kustermann

Abu Dhabi (UAE)
Abyssinia

Acklins (BS) What's New?
Aden Colony

Aden Protectorate

AFGHANISTAN

AFRICA

Affrican Caribbean Pacific Group

Asuiscetes (ME) AFRICA
Aimeliik (PAL)

Airai (PAL)

Ajman (UAE) AMERICAS
Alabama (USA)

Aland (FIN)

Alaska (USA)

ALBANIA

Alberta (CDN)

Alderney (GB)

Aleut Community

ALGERIA EUROPE
American Indian Fantasy License Plates

American Samoa (USA)

American Zone in GERMANY OCEANS

AMERICAS
ANDORRA

World License Plates (http://www.worldlicenseplates.com/)

The database provides images, descriptions, and historical context for various plate styles, making it a
crucial tool for investigators tracking vehicles across borders.The platform is widely used by law
enforcement agencies, journalists, and researchers needing to verify the origin of a vehicle based on its
license plate. It includes details on standard plate formats, special plates (such as diplomatic or military),
and changes in design over time. By cross-referencing license plate styles, OSINT professionals can
determine a vehicle’s country of registration and narrow down potential ownership leads.
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2.8 OSINT Resource Hubs

OH SHINT! (https://ohshint.gitbook.io/oh-shint-its-a-blog) — OH SHINT! is an OSINT-focused blog
and tool repository that provides valuable resources for researchers, investigators, and cybersecurity
professionals.

. OHSHINT! its A Blog!

OH SHINT! Welcome Aboard

So what is this site all about? Yep, it's an OSINT blog

OBLIGATORY DISCLAIMER

Myself and any other potential contributors to this website are NOT in any way affiliated with, sponsored
e by, or endorsed by any of the companies that may be listed on this website.
OnlyFans
’ Miyself and any other potential contributors of this website are NOT responsible for the actions of any end

users.
OSINT - WEB RESOURCES

In other words, don't be malicious.

@& Powered by GitBook

OH SHINT! (https://ohshint.gitbook.io/oh-shint-its-a-blog)

It offers a well-organized collection of OSINT tools, techniques, and case studies, making it a go-to
platform for both beginners and experienced practitioners. One of the strengths of OH SHINT! is its
continuously updated content, which includes tutorials, investigative methodologies, and tool
recommendations for various OSINT applications. The blog covers topics such as social media analysis,
domain research, geolocation tracking, and digital footprinting. Additionally, it provides real-world
examples and case studies, helping users understand how OSINT techniques are applied in practical
scenarios. The platform also serves as a community hub where professionals can share insights, discuss
ethical considerations, and stay informed about emerging OSINT trends.
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3. Ethical and Legal Considerations

Those working in OSINT are obliged to adhere to strict ethical guidelines and legal requirements in order
to ensure that data is collected in a responsible and lawful manner. A core principle is to respect the
privacy laws and terms of service established by various platforms. It is important to note that many
online services explicitly prohibit unauthorised scraping or data mining, and violating these terms can
lead to legal consequences. Practitioners must remain informed about regional privacy laws, such as the
General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) in Europe, to ensure compliance when gathering publicly
available information.

Another critical aspect of ethical OSINT work is avoiding unauthorised data access. Practitioners should
never attempt to breach security systems, hack accounts, or use deceptive means to obtain restricted
information. Ethical OSINT relies on publicly accessible data and open sources without infringing on
personal privacy. Attempting to access private information without consent can not only lead to legal
repercussions but also damage the credibility of OSINT as a legitimate investigative discipline.

Transparency in data collection and use is essential for maintaining integrity in OSINT investigations.
Practitioners should clearly document their methodologies, sources, and analytical processes to ensure
the accuracy and reliability of their findings. Transparency helps prevent the spread of misinformation
and allows for proper verification of intelligence gathered. By maintaining a transparent workflow, OSINT
professionals can ensure their work remains credible and can be ethically shared with relevant
stakeholders.

Finally, upholding journalistic and research ethics is vital for OSINT practitioners, particularly those
working in media, academia, and cybersecurity. This includes verifying sources before publishing
findings, avoiding biases, and ensuring that intelligence is used responsibly. OSINT should be leveraged
to uncover truth, protect vulnerable communities, and enhance public knowledge rather than to harass
individuals or manipulate information. By adhering to these ethical standards, OSINT practitioners can
contribute to a more transparent and responsible investigative landscape.
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4. Conclusion

Open-Source Intelligence (OSINT) tools have become vital assets for professionals in various fields,
including journalism, cybersecurity, law enforcement, and academic research. These tools offer powerful
capabilities for gathering, analysing, and interpreting publicly available information, enabling users to
uncover hidden patterns, verify facts, and track digital footprints with unprecedented efficiency. The wide
range of OSINT tools available caters to a variety of investigative needs. These range from general
search engines like Google and Bing to specialised platforms for social media analysis, domain
research, and geospatial mapping, each offering unique functionalities that contribute to a
comprehensive OSINT toolkit. The integration of artificial intelligence and machine learning has further
enhanced these tools, allowing for more sophisticated data analysis and pattern recognition.

However, the utilisation of OSINT tools carries significant ethical responsibilities. As these tools provide
access to vast amounts of public information, users must adhere to strict legal and ethical guidelines to
ensure responsible use. This includes respecting privacy rights, verifying information accuracy, and
avoiding potential misuse of collected data. The development of specialised resources like the Starter
Pack tool for journalists and academic initiatives such as Project Analysis emphasises the importance of
ethical OSINT practices in maintaining the integrity of investigations and research.

In the coming years, the field of OSINT is set to undergo rapid transformation, propelled by technological
advancements and the continuous expansion of the digital landscape. The emergence of new sources of
online information and the evolution of existing platforms will necessitate the adaptation of OSINT tools
to maintain their effectiveness. This continuous development presents both opportunities and challenges
for OSINT practitioners, who must remain informed about the latest tools and techniques while
exercising caution with regard to ethical considerations. By striking a balance between leveraging the
power of OSINT and upholding ethical standards, professionals can harness these tools to make
significant contributions to their respective fields while maintaining public trust and integrity.
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